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ND ER a ſenſe of Sink and a ſincere con- 


others, from the enſnaring temptations to vanity, 
injurious amuſements, and licentiouſneſs, daily 
abounding in this city, which we and many pi- 
ous inhabitants behold with ſorrow of heart; we 
are engaged to awaken your attention in gene- 


ral, to a ſerious. and weighty conſideration ot 


8 the nature of our holy profeſſion, and high 

| calling in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord; that by a 
| _ cloſe examination of our conduct and converſa- 
1 _ OR, 


cern for the preſervation of our.youth, and - 
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tion, by the divine principle of light and grace 
(a meaſure of which is given to all men) and by. 
the doctrine and precepts of the chriſtian reli- 
gion, we may be favoured to diſcern wherein, 
any of us have deviated from the faith and Prac- 
rice of the primitive believers in Chriſt. 


And as all have nai” and come ſhort of the. 


glory of God, let us ever bear in mind the terms 
propoſed by our dear Redeemer for our reconci- 
iation, © if any man will come after me, let him 
n deny himſelf, and take up his croſs, and follow 


me, Mat. xvi. 24. which fundamental doctrine 
he uniformly enforced, both by example and pre- 


cept; appearing on earth in the form of a ſervant, 


for the ſake of mankind ; teaching us that reject⸗ | 
ing the glory, honours, and unlawful pleaſures of 


this unſtable world, we ought ever to aſpire af- 
ter unfading glory in the manſions of immortal 


| bleſſedneſs; going before to prepare a place, that 


where he 1s, there his redeemed children may be 
alſo : and his immediate diſciples, whom he had 
called and choſen out of the world, were ſtrength - 
ened, and encouraged to follow their divine maſ- 
ter; ſhewing forth by their ſelf-denying lives, that 
they. diligently fought after © a hetter country, 
that is, an heavenly; and that the ſame mind 
might dwell in them which was in Chriſt Jeſus ; 
aſpiring after humility, meekneſs, gentleneſs, and 
all divine and heavenly affections, in oppolition 
to the heatheniſh cuſtoms, Vain diverſions, and 
paſtimes of the age in which they lived. | 


And it clearly appears, not only ow anci- 


ent writers among themfelves, but alſo by ac- 
counts 


444 


counts given by their oppoſers and perſecutors, 
that the church, following Chriſt after the exam- 
ple of the apoſtles, was eminently preſerved e in 
* ſimplicity, and godly ſincerity, not with 155 
wiſdom, but by the grace of God, Keepin 

conſcience void of offence; which continue 0 
be a ſource of unſpeakable rejoicing; and the 
Lord graciouſly favoured them with the gift of 
his divine ſpirit, their hearts being animated by 
that love which paſſeth underſtanding; they 
were conſtrained faithfully to bear witneſs againſt 
the pride, corrupt manners, and ungodly amuſfe- 
ments of the people among whom they lived; 
experiencing firſt in themſelves, the efficacy of 
that redeeming power, which made them as wean- 
ed children, whereby that which was the life and 
rejoicing of ſuch who lived in vain indulgences, 
was death to them, © their life being hid with 


< Chriſt in God;' they delighted in nothing that 


Vas oſtentatious or luxurious, but having food 
and raiment, they had learned to be content; 
their habit being ſimple, and their deportment 
humble and modeſt, as beſt became their holy 
profeſſion, evidencing the redeemed ſtate of their 
minds. The chriſtians of thoſe days (ſays Cave 
in his accouat of them) aid not ſtudy arts of 
© ſplendor and gallantry ; ſtately palaces, coſtly 
furniture, rich hangings, fine tables, curious 
© beds, veſſels of gold and ſilver, the very poſſeſ- 
© fon of which (as Clemens Alexandrinus peaks) 
creates envy. Nor were they more ſtudious of 
pleaſures and recreations abroad, than they were 
of fineneſs and bravery at home. T hey went 
not to public feaſts, nor frequented the ſnews 
that were made for the diſport and entertainment 


of - 


* 


A 
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„ 
© of the people; and this was ſo notorious, that 
* heathens charged it upon them as part. ot 
their crime.” Obſerve how he in Minut tius 
Fœlix draws it up; the Romans, ſays he, go- 
© vern and enjoy the world, while you in the mean 
© time are careful and mopiſh, abſtaining even 


© from lawſul pleaſures; you viſit not the He. , 


nor are preſent at the pomps, nor frequent the 
e public feaſts; you abhor the ' holy games, the 
© ſacrificial meats and drinks; ; crown not your heads 
© with garlands, nor perfume your bodies ith 
© ſweet odours : a ghaſtly, fearful, and miſerable 

people: which by the time that Octavius 
the chriſtian, comes to anſwer, he grants it all 
to be true, and tells him © there was very good 
© reaſon why they ſhould abſtain from their ſhews, 
© pomps, and divertiſements, at which they 
could not be preſent without great fin and ſhame, 
without affronting their modeſty, and offering a 


DO 
diſtaſte and horror to their minds.” See Cave” 8 


Primitive Chriſtianity, Pant , chap. 14. 


A AB 


But unhappily, when the church e 
the ſun- ſnine of worldly favour, under the ſmileg 
of princes and rulers, profeſſing chriſtians gradu- 
ally declined from their ancient purity of life, 
aſſimilated with the world, became aſhamed of 
the croſs of Chriſt, and in evident contradiction 
to the doctrine and precepts of the goſpel, con- 

formed to the corrupting, debaſing maxims, cu. 
toms, and vain faſhions of the times; the na- 
tural conſequence whereof, was, that inftead of 
the divine illumination, which was the glory and 
ſtrength of the believers in the firſt ages, a night 


of groſs darkneſs and apoſtacy overſpread them 
in 


| 1.5 
in a general manner ſor. ſeveral centuries, tho 
ſtill laying claim to the Gignified character of 


Chriſt” s church; the excellency of the goſpel was, 


in this dark and bewildered ſtate, thro' the in- 
ventions of men, much obſcured, and ſuperſtition 


and idolatry introduced; notwithſtanding which, 


witneſſes were preſerved. from age to age, who, 
beholding the bondage and captivity into which 


müßt; were beguiled, lamented and mourn-- 


ed in ſecret, on account of the ſorrowful de- 


pravity; and the Lord Almighty, in the riches 
of his mercy, cauſed the light again. to dawn, 


and divers inftruments were raiſed, who being 
fat thful to the degree of divine light they had re- 
ceived, zealouſly laboured for a reformation to 
primitive purity, whoſe erideavours were made in 
ſome degre? effectual; but the ſpirit of Antichriſt 


had taken ſo deep root in the heatrs of high pro- 


leſſors, as mightily oppoſed the, glorious "work 3 
yet the Lord's arm of mercy and power was 


ſtretched forth till, and at length! ina marvel- 
lous manner gathered our foretathers from among 
various ſects of profeſſed chriſtians; qualified and IE) 
{ent them forth in the demonſtration of the ſpirit... 
and power of the goſpel, to call the people back 5 


to Chriſt the light of the world; and the life 
Of men; the verſa! grace of God, inwardly 


revealed, teaching them, as it did che primitive 


beljevers, that denying ungodlineſs and worldly 
< luſts, they ſhould live oberly, righreouſly and 

© godly i in thig preſent world ;' and thus © build- 
: ing upon t Fo foundation of the apoſtles and 


© prophets, } feſüs Chriſt himſelf being the chief 
corner ſtone, they were conſtrained to publiſh 
the glad tidings of the goſpel through great 
| perſecutions 


4 

perſecutions and reproaches, faithfully declaring 
againſt the infidelity, pride, vain and ſeducing 
amuſements, and various follies and abomina- 
tions in which many, profeſſing to be followers 
of a crucified Saviour, were indulging them- 
ſelves, to the ſhame and diſgrace of the chriſtian 
name, and to their own condemnation; and af- 
ter. their patient ſuffering and humble, circum- 
ſpect walking, the Lord at a made way in 
the, hearts of princes and rulers, for their enjoy- 
ment of more liberty of conſcience, which being 
continued to the prefent time, it is incumbent 
on us, with all gratitude, religiouſly to improve 
to our own benefit and the real good of others, 
2 it may truly be ſaid, other men laboured, and 
© ye have entered into their labours.“ John 
iv. 38. But as, we have increaſed in numbers 
and in worldly ſubſtance, ſnares and temptations 
have alſo multiplied, to the hurt of many, and 
great has been the concern and care of faithful 
watchmen, to give forth, from time to time, ma- 
ny admonitions, advices, and cautions, from a 
ſenſe that numbers were in danger of being car- 
ried captive by the god of this world, through 
an umprudent extenſion of trade, covetouſneſs, 
and an inordinate defire of wealth, fplcndor in 
living, coſtly apparel, expenſive furniture, ſump- 
' tuous tables, unneceſſary equipages, and many 
ſuperfluities of a ſimilar kind; which proceed- | 
ing trom the luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the eye, 
and pride of life, are not, as the apoſtle John de- 

clares, of the Father, but of the world. 


Now, dear friends ! for the exciting all, and 


eſpecially the inconſiderate and careleſs ng 
US, 


WET 


C2 


us, to a ſober and impartial ſerutiny into our 
conduct, to determine how far we live conſiſtent 
with the precepts of the goſpel, and the example 
of thoſe holy men of God, who have walked 
in the way to endleſs felicity in ages paſt, we 
have believed it right thus briefly to remind you 
of the happy effects of an unreſerved obedience 
to the ſpirit of truth, which appeared among the 
firſt cht ia (which we wiſh you to read more 
at large for your own inſtruction) the declenſion, 
darkneſs, and ſpiritual death which enſued; 
when leaving the innocent ſimplicity of it, the 
profeſſors became ſubject to the deluding ſpirit 
of the world; and the merciful goodneſs of the 
Almighty in ſtretching forth his hand to bring 
back that which was ſcattered; and continuing 
the free gift of his grace to direct us alſo in che 
ſame path of ſafety and peace; | 


We are ſenſible that many having their re- 
ligious profeſſion without coſt or ſuffering, as 2 
birthright, have been too little attentive. to its 
import, or ſolicitous to underftand and feel rhe 
divine efficacy of the principle of truth as it is in 
Jeſus; we earneſtly entreat and beſeech ſuch, that 
with a ſeriouſneſs and diligence which the im- 
portance of the occaſion requires, you may ſeek 
a nearer acquaintance with its preſerving virtue, 
leſt by remaining ſtrangers thereto, you become 
an eaſy prey either to the fecret or obvious ſtra- 
tagems of the ſeducer, and adverſary of human 
happineſs, and his emiſſaries, who by deluſive 
repreſentations, beguile the underſtanding, and 
lead the affections into captivity ; and hw be- 
trayed into a dark and bewildered ſtate, the mind 

35 "> "m< 
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is, prepared to ad pernicious and ſalſe doc: 
trines, in direct oppoſition to the ſacred precept; 


© be ye not conformed to this world :” an injuns- 


tion, which notwithitanding its divine 'aathority; 
and evident propriety, the votarics of that wiſdom 
which is earthly. and ſenſual, labour, with un- 

wearied diligence to expoſe to contempt; as if 


the innocence of life and rectitude of manners | 


which the goſpel teaches, were nothing more 
than an affected ſingularity, founded on the pride 
of ſelf diſtinction; and that the luſt of the fleſh; 
the luſt of the cye, and the pride of life, were 
more conſiſtent with the honour and felicity of 
God's rational creation: we, therefore, with much 
love and ſolicitude for your preſent and eternal 
well-being, tenderly admoniſh and caution the 
dear youth, who may be thus near the jaws of the 
devourer, that you attend to the ſecret convic- 
tions in your own minds, fervently praying to the 
Almighty for wiſdom, who giveth liberally to all 
men; and he will enable you to ſhun the ſnares 
which are laid to draw you into the paths of de- 
ſtruction: aſſociate not with thoſe who make a 
ſcoff at piety and virtue, if you deſire to be ob- 
jects of the divine ſavour and bleſſing: be careful 
and diligent in the attendance of inectings ap- 
ointed for that worſhip which is due from de- 
pendent beings to the bountiful author of all our 
mercies: F not the fleeting moments of 
time, which are beyond eſtimation precious, and 
len: you for d ſignified purpoſes; the talents wich 
which the Lord has entruſted and diſtinguiſhed 
many of you; nor the worldly ſubſtance, of which 
you are Crabs ſtewards, to the indulgence 


of yourſelves 1 in lying vanities, which vitiate mg 
min 
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mind and 1 1 its true health, by deſtroying! its 


reliſh for, and hunger after enduring good, If 


captivated by the fancied comelineſs and beauty of 


your perſons, which are daily liable to be deform - 
ed by pains, withering diſeaſe, and death, ye ex- 
erciſe yourſelves in deviſing and procuring fan- 


taſtic decorations of effeminating dreſs, think ye. 


it is no unrighteouſneſs thus to disfigure and de- 
grade God's workmanſhip; thus to cheat your- 
ſelves of the ſubſtantial comforts of an humble 
mind, of that immortal comelineſs which pro- 
cceds, from the inward adorning of a meek at 
quiet ſpirit? If while the ſupreme controuler of 


events, who giveth increaſe to the labour of the 
huſbandman, is awfully pleading with the nation, 


by his inſect meſſenger which has been laying 
waſte in part the hope of harveſt, uttereth this 
inſtructive language, © know your dependance/ ye 


© favoured people; and numbers in different 


quarters are alarmed with apprehenſions of ſcar 
city and want; and many of our poor are eie 


ced to great ſtraits and neceſſities thro” the fai nilure 
of employment, while a profuſion of the preci- 


ous fruit of the field, which would give nourith- 
ment to hundreds, is uſeleſsly and wantonly be- 


ſtowed in powdering the heats of*vngrateful re- 
ceivers: think ye there is no fin in this proſti- 


tution of the bounteous gifts of the Lord of all 
things? think ye it is becomin ng the profeſſed fol- 
lowers of him who invariably teacheth to love 
mercy and walk humbly? it is rather evident that 

theſe are not © uſing this world as not abuſing it,” 
and their prayers will probably be as unavailing 
_ while in ſuch practices, as the prayers of thoſe 

whom the * ſtle reproved, James 1 iv. i EO 
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© aſk, and receive e not, becauſe ye alk amiſs, that 

© ye may conſume it on your luſts. When peo- 
ple are thus indulging themſelves in vanity and 
pride, they are in a very defenceleſs ſtate of mind 
to withſtand further deviations. from that inno- 
cence and rectitude of life which the goſpel en- 
Joins; and it is leſs to be wondered at, that they 
become ſeduced and enſnared into thoſe ſchools 


of vice and infidelity, the exhibitions and perni- 


cious amuſements of the theatre, which being of 
Hate introduced among us in this city, in open de- 
fiance and contempt of the laws of the land, and 
contrary to every religious and moral obligation; 
and attempts are making for theircontinuance; we 
are eſpecially concerned to admoniſh and warn all 
our members againſt giving any encouragement 
or countenance to thoſe vicious deluſions, or others 


of the like nature, which are multiplied to the 


obvious 1njury of the morals of the people. 


Men of real virtue and piety, of various Well. 
gious denominations, have fully and juſtly ſet forth 
the evil tendency and conſequence of thoſe ſedu- 
cing diverſions, and it has been the uniform 


practice of our fociety to bear teſtimony againſt 


them: read the ſentiments of the wiſe and worthy 
William Penn on the ſubject, in his treatiſe en- 
titled No Croſs no Crown: he was well ac- 
quainted with the world, and experienced the 


emptineſs of its vain eure and pleaſures; in 


hope of your inſpecting the book, we ſhall only 
ſelect a few lines of it, where, remarking on the 


many evils produced by licentiouſneſs of man- 
ners, he adds, © but of all theſe wretched inven- 


© tions, the 8 houſes, like ſo many helliſh ſe- 


wes minaries, 


5 
minaries, do moſt perniciouſly conduce to theſe 


ſad and miſerable ends, where little beſides fro- 
thy, wanton, if not directly obſcene and profane 


— A 


© humours are repreſented, which are of notorious. 
ill conſequences upon the minds of molt, eſpe⸗ 


** * * 


— ; 


cially the youth who frequent them.” 


Be wile, ye parents, be faithful! in love and Jon 
to your tender offspring, ſuffer them not to ſuppoſe 
that ye ſecretly connive at their expoſure in thoſe 


ſeminaries of irr religion and vice: be not deceived, 
dear youth, by, the ſpecious, deluſive language of 
thoſe who may undertake to repreſent the ten- 


der ſolicitude of chriſtian affection as the gloomy 
auſterity of contracted minds: be not allured by 


any falſe gloſſes reſpecting the refinement of the 
theatre, which its promoters endeavour to repre- 
ſent as a ſchool of morality, whereby ſome who. 
are well minded may be in danger of being en- 


ſnared : attend, we beſeech you, to the diſintereſt- 
ed counſel of thoſe, who are your real friends, 


love you, and fervently ſeek your welfare and 


preſervation from every temptation that may 
wound your inward peace, or bring a blemiſh on 


our holy profeſſion ; thus will you inherit durable 


riches, and righteouſneſs, in which you will find 
no diſappointment, enjoy pleaſures not to be 


repented of, and acquire honour which the world. 


can neither give nor take from you. 


But if any, after the honeſt labour of their 


painful concerned brethern, remain regardleſs. 


of our affectionate advice and admonition, and 


perfiſt 1 In indulging themſe]ves 1 in wantonneſs and. 
pride, | 


: . 
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9 Pri ide, the nepte of their relivious duties, or. 
„  Hecretly or openly miſpending their time ar thea- 
| trical amuſements, taverns, vain ſhews and paſ- 
times, by which the Lord, as alſo our holy 
proſeſſion, are diſhonored; ſuch among us (how- 
ever weak and ſurrounded with human infirmities 
we may appear) who, with ſincery of heart, are 
deſirous to be found living in conformity to the 
goſpel of Chriſt, do believe it bur duty to teſtify 
| our diſunion with their refractory conduct; and 
1 we ſolemnly warn you, that by thus departing 
5 from the ancient teſtimony and example of the 
primitive believers, our worthy predeceſſors, and 
4 the footiteps of the flock of the companions of 
RE jeſus, in every age, you are in imminent dan- 
| ger of being numbered: with thoſe, who, being 
athamed of Chriſt and his words beſore men, 
WES - he will alſo be aſhamed of when he cometh in 
'F the glory of his Father with the holy angels. 
Ta Mark Vil. 38. 


| And dearly beloved youth! 


Being perſuaded that there are among you di. 
vers who have choſen the fear of the Lord for. 
your beginning in wiſdom ; we are thankful to 
him who in his unutterable love, has gathered 
and preſerved you out of the vanities and wick- 

| edneſs of the times; keep humble and ſtedfaſt « 

f in your deſires after the riches of a happy etei- 

ö nity; you are a comfort and rejoicing to thoſe 

f upon whom the labour of the preſent day more 
weightily reſts; and our animating hope is, that 
if you continue watchful under the holy influ- 

ENCE, 
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EL 
ence of © the 8 of the ſpirit of life in Chriſt 


« Jeſus, which fets free from the Jaw of in and 
« death,” you will experience a growth in the 
| truth, and become gradually qualified to appear | 
on behalf of its cauſe; and inſtrumental in the 
Lord's hand for the promotion of his kingdom 
of righteouſneſs and peace: although you may be 


attacked by the reproaches of the light, airy, and 
ſcornful, yet as you continue in the love of God, 
you will know a quiet habitation, where the ar- 


rows of the wicked fly in vain, the Lord © will 


„hide you in his pavilion, in the ſecret of his 
< tabernacle will he hide you, and ſet your feet 


c upon a rock, Plaluy xxvit. 5, and will ena- 
ble you to ſuffer repioaches for his fake; the 
hundred fold of peace will be given you in this 
world, and as you hold on to the end; life ever- 
The awful pe- 


laſting in thar which is to come. 
riod of our diſſolution with unremitted ſwiftneſs 
is haſtening on all, 
ſcoffers at Kriegt and religion, will be com- 
pelled to acknowledge to their own condemnation, 
* this was he whom we had ſome time in dork: 
_ © ſion, and a proverb of reproach ; we fools ac- 


© counted his life madneſs, and his end to be 


© without honour. How is he numbered aim ong 


5 the children of God, and his lot 1 is among the 


c ſaints. Wiſd. v. 3s 4, f. 


Finally, brethren, © ſee then that ye walk cir- 


cumſpectly, not as fools, but as wife, redeem- 
c ing the time becauſe the days are evil.“ Fph. 
x: 15, 16. © Now unto him that is able to keep 


7 You from falling, and. to preſent you faultleſs 
© beiore 
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| RE 45 before the SO” THE of his glory with exceeding TY 
1 joy; to the only wiſe God, our Saviour, = .. = 
5 glory and majeſty, dominion. and power, both 1 
7 *, now and ever. Amen.“ Jude 24 and 25. N 1 
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